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Dear Governor Pawlenty and Minnesota State Legislature,

      We believe that providing Minnesota’s youngest children with a strong start in 
life is crucial to our state’s future. Economists have shown that wise investments in 
quality early learning lead to better performance in school, better jobs, less crime 
and public assistance, and a stronger civic fabric for our society.

       We believe that it is unacceptable that nearly one half of entering kindergartners 
are not fully prepared to succeed in school. We are especially concerned that 
children from disadvantaged backgrounds start school already behind. We know 
Minnesota can do better than that. We can make Minnesota a national model for 
quality early care and education, and we should.

     We therefore respectfully request you to make access to high quality, cost-
effective early childhood experiences a much higher priority than it has been in the 
past, and to maintain a sustained commitment to greatly improved school readiness, 
so that in the future, all of our children are ready to succeed in school and in life.
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